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For composition of this book many sources were used,
particularly materials from books of Fred Reinfeld
(“1001 Winning Chess Sacrifices and Combinations”,
“Beginner’s Guide for Winning Chess”), John Walker
(“Chess Combinations: The Improving Player’s Puzzle
Book”), Victor Khenkin (“The Last Check: Anthology
of Mating Combinations”, published in 1979 on Russian),
Alex Fishbein “Pawn Endings”, Michael Tal and Yakov
Damsky “Attack” and other materials.
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The First Test: Set #1 Checkmate or Find The Best Move
#1 White wins

score: 2 points
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#2 Mate in 2 moves
score: 2 points
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#3 Win material
score: 2 points
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#4 Mate in 2 moves
score: 2 points
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#5 Can White avoid losing
a piece? score: 3 points
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#6 Get a piece up
score: 2 points
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#7 Mate in 2 moves
score: 2 points
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#8 Find winning
combination score: 3 points
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#9 Find winning
combination score: 4 points
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No Chessboard/Exercise #1 Win by Zugzwang
#1
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Short games with traps Read and play
#1Agzamov –Vermeichik 1968

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1. d4 ¤f6 2. ¤f3 c5
3. ¥f4 cxd4 4. ¤xd4

a b c d e f g h
5... e5 [0:1]

#2 Brawn - Martin 1965
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1. ¤f3 f5 2. e4 fxe4
3. ¤g5 ¤f6 4. d3 d5
6. dxe4 h6 7. ¤f3 ¤xe4

a b c d e f g h
8. ¤e5 h5 9. ¥e2 ¤f6 10. ¥d3
[1:0]

#3 Sangla - Karpov 1968

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1. d4 ¤f6 2. ¤f3 e6 3. ¥g5
c5 4. c3 cxd4 5. cxd4
£b6 6. £b3 ¤e4 7. ¥f4 ¤c6
8. e3 ¥b4 9. ¤bd2

a b c d e f g h
9..g510. ¥xg5 ¥xd2[0:1]

#4 Ceshkovsky -Shofman 1969
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1. e4 e6 3. ¤c3 d5 4. ¤f3
d4 5. ¤e2 ¤c6 6. c3 e5 7.
cxd4 exd4 8. £a4 ¥c5 9.
b4 ¥xb4 10. ¤exd4 ¤ge7
11. ¥b5 £d6 12. e5 £c5
13. ¤b3

a b c d e f g h
[1:0]

#5 Litvinov - Mulberg 1964
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1. e4 c5 2. ¤f3 ¤c6 3. d4 cxd4
4. ¤xd4 ¤f6 5. ¤c3 d6 6. ¥c4
e6 7. ¥e3 a6 8. £e2 £c7 9. O-
O-O ¤e5 10. ¥b3 b5 11. f4 ¤c4

a b c d e f g h
12. ¤dxb5 axb5 13. ¤xb5 £c6
14. £xc4 £xc4 15. ¥xc4 ¦a4
16. ¤xd6 [1:0]

#6 Litvinov - Baumbax 1968
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1.e4 c5 2. ¤f3 ¤c6 3. d4
cxd4 4. ¤xd4 g6 5. ¤c3
¥g7 6. ¥e3 ¤f6 7. f3

a b c d e f g h
7... £b6 8. ¤f5 £xb2
9. ¤xg7 ¢f8 10. ¤a4 £a3
11. c3 b6 12. ¥c1 £d6 13.
¥h6 £xd1 14. ¦xd1 ¢g8
15. g4 [1:0]

#7 Marich – Gligorich 1962
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1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. ¤c3
dxe4 4. ¤xe4 ¥f5 5. ¤g3
¥g6 6. h4 h6 7. ¤h3 ¤d7
8. ¤f4 ¥h7 9. ¥d3 ¥xd3
10. £xd3

a b c d e f g h
10... e5 11. ¤g6 fxg6 12.
£xg6 ¢e7 13. ¤f5 [1:0]

#8 Soriz - Zaiderman 1969
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1. e4 c5 2. ¤c3 ¤c6 3. g3 g6 4.
¥g2 ¥g7 5. d3 d6 6. f4 e5 7.
¤h3 ¤ge7 8. 0-0 0-0 9. f5 gf
10. ef ¥xf5 11. Rxf5 ¤xf5 12.
¥e4 ¤h6 13. £h5

a b c d e f g h
13... £f6 14. ¤d5 £e6 15. ¤g5
£c8 16. ¤f6 ¢h8 17. ¤gxh7 d5
18. ¥xh6 [1:0]

#9 Bobolovich-Arhipov 1968
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1. e4 c5 2. ¤f3 d6 3. ¤c3
¤f6 4. e5 dxe5 5. ¤xe5 g6
6. ¥c4 e6 7. £f3 ¥g7

8. ¥b5 ¢e7 9. d4 cxd4
10. ¤e4 £a5 11. ¥d2 £xb5
12. £a3 [1:0]
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World Champions Short games Boris Spassky
#1 Spassky - Avtonomov

Leningrad 1949
Queen Gambit Accepted

#2 Furman - Spassky
Moscow 1957

Sicilian Defense

#3 Larsen - Spassky
Belgrad 1970

English Opening
1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. ¤f3 ¤f6 4. e3 c5
5. ¥xc4 e6 6. O-O a6 7. £e2 b5 8. ¥b3
¤c6 9. ¤c3
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a b c d e f g h
9... cxd4 10. ¦d1 ¥b7 11. exd4 ¤b4 12.
d5
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a b c d e f g h

12... ¤bxd5 13. ¥g5 ¥e7 14. ¥xf6 gxf6
15. ¤xd5 ¥xd5 16. ¥xd5 exd5 17. ¤d4
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a b c d e f g h

17... ¢f8 18. ¤f5 h5 19. ¦xd5 £xd5 20.
£xe7 ¢g8 21. £xf6 [1:0]

1. ¤f3 c5 2. c4 g6 3. e4 ¥g7 4. d4
cxd4 5. ¤xd4 ¤c6 6. ¥e3 ¤h6 7. ¤c3
O-O 8. ¥e2 f5 9. exf5 ¥xd4 10. ¥xd4
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a b c d e f g h
10... ¤xf5 11. ¥c5 d6 12. ¥a3 ¤fd4 13.
O-O ¥f5 14. ¦c1 £d7 15. ¤d5 ¦f7 16. b3
¦af8 17. ¥b2 e5 18. b4 ¥e6 19. ¥d3
¥g4 20. f3
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20... ¥xf3 21. gxf3 ¤xf3 22. ¢h1 £h3
23. ¦f2 ¤e1
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[0:1]

1. b3 e5 2. ¥b2 ¤c6 3. c4 ¤f6 4. ¤f3 e4
5. ¤d4 ¥c5 6. ¤xc6 dxc6 7. e3 ¥f5 8.
£c2 £e7 9. ¥e2 O-O-O 10. f4

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

a b c d e f g h
10... ¤g4 11. g3 h5 12. h3
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a b c d e f g h
12... h4 13. hxg4 hxg3 14. ¦g1
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14... ¦h1 15. ¦xh1 g2 16. ¦f1 £h4+ 17.
¢d1 gxf1=£ + [0:1]
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